
MENOMINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE Ð REGULAR 
JUNE 19, 2008 
MENOMINEE TRIBAL OFFICE BOARD ROOM 
KESHENA, WI   54135 
5:00 P.M. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:     MEMBERS ABSENT:  
 Lisa Waukau,        Kenneth A. Fish Ð EXCUSED 
 Laurie Boivin,  
 Joan Delabreau,       
 Eugene Caldwell      
 Rebecca Alegria 
 Myrna Warrington      
 Lynnette Miller 
 Kenneth A. Fish 
         
1. Call to Order Ð Roll Call 
 

Chairman Lisa S. Waukau called the Meeting to order at 5 PM. Roll Call was taken with a quorum present. 
         
2. Menominee Prayer. 
 

David Grignon said the Menominee Prayer in our Menominee Language. 
 
3. Public Comment Period. 
 

Rose Schanandore Ð Trailers in Middle Village:  She said she asked Lew Boyd if anything came through Community 
Development regarding the abandoned trailers in Middle Village, and he said nothing ever came through.  The trailers are 
still there, and she knows a guy from Gresham named Huntington who said he would charge $1200 to remove them.  He 
is willing to enter into an agreement with the Tribe to remove them. 
 
Chairman Waukau asked her to deliver his contact information to the ChairmanÕs Office, and inquired about how many 
trailers are up there. 
 
Rose Schanandore stated there are five (5) trailers in Middle Village and two (2) in Zoar right in the middle of town that 
are trashed.  If the Tribe would pay for the removal, it would relieve the owners of the expense of trying to come up with 
the money on their own.  She also said that if the Tribe does not remove these trailers they would lay up there forever.  
She also said she would bring that information to the ChairmanÕs Office. 
 
Rose Schanandore also asked if MTL is going to do anything about the Board members from MTE that did not show up 
to the meeting (General Council on June 14, 2008)?  Were they required to attend? 
 
Chairman Waukau informed her that the Legislature is waiting for the minutes and the motions from the General Council 
meeting.  When they come forward for Legislative approval then that will be under discussion at one of the meetings in 
July.  Has far as being required to attend the meeting, Chairman Waukau stated that MTE was not required to be there 
and that she could not mandate these folks by law to be there.  She said they should have been there. 
 
Crystal Caldwell Ð Museum:  She is willing to wait until agenda item # 13. 
 
Brian Tepiew Ð Vandalism:  He sees that there is vandalism not only happening here, but in South Branch too.  He 
would like to see an incentive given like a $100 reward.  Or else whoever is doing the vandalism make their parents pay 
for it.  He said for the last five (5) years now, he sees Latin king gang signs wherever they feel like making them, and 
they get away with it.  We as a Tribe need to do something now and not later! 
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Chairman Waukau informed Brian that a $500 reward is offered for that very serious vandalism that took place at 
Housing over the weekend, and with a $500 reward, someone will say something and this is a conviction. 
 
Audrey OÕKimosh Ð Right to Speak at Meetings and Support of Museum:  She will save her comments for the museum 
until that portion of the meeting.  She would like to address the fact that at the last meeting, many people had their hands 
up to speak and she was one of them that was not called on at all.  It takes many people a lot of courage to get up here 
and speak and say something; whether it be objective criticism or not, and she thinks that when they are not called on you 
just want them to sit down and shut up.  She said that is not going to happen as long as she is here!  She was very 
disappointed to see the different hands that were raised and wanting to talk and say something and did not get that right.  
Then there is a Resolution wanting to keep them quiet.  This is not going to happen; people have that right as enrolled 
people to say something.  That paper says we are encouraged to come here and she uses this as an encouragement to 
herself to come here and to be called on to speak. 
 
Chairman Waukau informed her that she is not aware of any Resolution that Ms. OÕKimosh is referencing.   
 
Edwin Wilber Ð MTE:  He was wondering if MTE can stay away from that meeting (Gen. Council on June 14, 2008), 
what about the other meetings? 
 
Chairman Waukau stated, Òthat is a good question!Ó  Again, she stated that she could not mandate the MTE Board of 
DirectorÕs to attend a meeting. 
 
Edwin Wilber commended the MTE BOD that did show up and he said that it did help some. 

 
4. 1ST Consideration of Amendment to Ordinance 98-21 Ð Canceling Residential Leases to Tribal Members. 
 

MOTION MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL TO SEND AMEN DMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 98 -21 
CANCELING RESIDENTIAL LEASES TO TRIBAL MEMBERS TO PUBLIC HEARING ON JULY 2, 2008 
AT 4:30 PM.  SECOND WAS MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA . THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 
OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH).  

 
5. 1ST Consideration to Ordinance 08-13 Ð Residential Lease Requests to Tribal Members. 
 

MOTION MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO  APPROVE 1ST CONSIDERATION TO MENOMINEE 
NATION MENOMINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE ORDINANCE NO. 08 -13 RESIDENTIAL LEASE 
REQUESTS AND SEND TO PUBLIC HEARING ON JULY 2, 2008 AT 4:30PM.  SECOND WAS MADE  BY 
REGINA WASHINAWATOK . THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 
ABSENT (FISH).  

 
6. Final Approval of Ordinance 08-10 Ð Residential Lease Requests to Tribal Members. 
 

MOTION MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO APPROVE FINAL APPROVAL TO MENOMINEE NATION 
MENOMINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE ORDINANCE 08-10 RESIDENTIAL LEASE  REQUESTS TO 
TRIBAL MEMBERS.  SECOND WAS MADE BY LYNNETTE MILLER.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 FOR, 0 
OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH).  

 
7. Final Appro val of Ordinance 08-11 Ð Recreational Lease Requests to Tribal Members. 
 

MOTION MADE BY REGINA WASHINAWATOK TO APPROVE FINAL APPROVAL TO MENOMINEE 
NATION MENOMINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE ORDINANCE 08 -11 (RECREATIONAL LEASE REQUESTS 
TO TRIBAL MEMBERS).  SECOND WAS MADE BY LYNNETTE MILLER.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 8 
FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH).  
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8. 10-Day Waiver Request(s). 
 

There was no 10-Day Waiver Requests at this time. 
 
9. Menominee Language & Culture Commission Recommendations of A) May 20, 2008 Ð Three Year Teacher 

License; & B) June 10, 2008 Ð Community Based Participatory Project. 
 

(A) May 20, 2008 Ð Three Year Teacher License 
 

      MOTION MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO CONCUR WITH THE MENOMINEE LANGUAGE  
      AND CULTURE COMMISSION RECOMMENDAT IONS OF MAY 20, 2008 MOTION MADE BY  
      LORENE POCAN TO RECOMMEND TO THE MENOMINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE FOR A  
      RECERTIFICATION FOR TERRI (TERRY) WAUPEKENAY FOR A PERIOD OF THREE (3)  
      YEARS.  (JULY 1, 2008 Ð JULY 1, 2011).  SECOND WAS MADE BY REGINA WASHINAWATOK.   
      THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH).  
 

      (B) June 10, 2008 Ð Community Based Participatory Project 
 
      MOTION MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL TO CONCUR WITH THE MENOMINEE LANGUAGE  
      AND CULTURE COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS OF JUNE 10, 2008 MADE BY JOEY  
      AWONOHOPAY TO RECOMMEND TO THE MENOMINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE TO DENY  
      THE REQUEST OF MS. SZPARA AND THE COMMUNITY BASED PARTICIPATORY PROJECT  
      AND THAT THIS SURVEY REQUEST GO NO FURTHER.  SECOND WAS MADE BY REBECCA  
      ALEGRIA.  THE MOTION CARRIED:  7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT  
      (FISH). 
 
10. Citizen Action of Wisconsin Contribution Request. 
 

Chairman Waukau informed the Legislature that this is the lobby group that the Tribe has supported for a very long time.  
This is a difficult election season, and we should continue our support to this group.  The money could come from the 
ChairmanÕs budget. 
 
Economic Manager, Lew Boyd introduced David Newman from the CAW Green Bay Office.  Mr. Newman informed 
MTL that he has been with the Citizen Action Group since 1989, and reminded MTL of the victories on health care in the 
State Senate, and the past assistance with helping the Tribe stop the Crandon Mine.  He said this election year his group 
is working on health care (Badger Care Plus insurance) for everyone along with the investment in American campaign 
which involves the war and the loss of lives, tax breaks, and to assist in ending the war. 
 
MOTION MADE BY EUGENE  CALDWELL TO APPROVE $3,000 FROM THE CHAIRMANÕS BUDGET 
FOR DONATION TO CITIZENÕS ACTION OF WISCONSIN.  SECOND WAS MADE BY REBECCA 
ALEGRIA.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH).   

 
11. Grace Period for Payments to Tribal Members. 

 
Enrollment Director, Yvette Ducane requested an extension to be consistent with previous practices.  She informed MTL 
that the money is still in the bank, and if there are any left over carry over monies that the dollars will go back to the 
General Fund.  There have been efforts to contact the tribal members affected.  If a tribal member five (5) years from 
now wants their payment this Motion would inform them of the actions of the Tribe. 
 
MOTION MADE BY LAURIE BOIVIN TO EXTEND THE FYÕ06 OUTSTANDING S TUMPAGE PAYMENT 
TO JUNE 30, 2008 CONSISTENT WITH PAST PRACTICES.  SECOND WAS MADE BY LYNNETTE 
MILLER.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 
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12. Big Drum Transitional Report.  
 

Legislator Warrington informed MTL that this is not ready to come forward yet. 
 
MOTION MADE BY MYRNA WARRINGTON TO TABLE THE BIG DRUM TRANSITIONAL REQUEST.  
SECOND WAS MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 
ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 
 

13. Menominee Nation Museum Request. 
 

Historic Preservation Director, David Grignon requested to read into the record the document he presented to MTL: 
 

ÒI come before you to ask for your help in securing an additional $1,717,162 in funding to construct the Menominee 
Cultural Museum, which is estimated to cost $3,133,139.  This cost is much more than we anticipated by the benefit 
to our culture, our legacy and our pride transcends any price tag you see in front of you; our history is priceless.  
Your favorable recommendation to the Legislature, and hopefully the LegislatureÕs ultimate approval will lead to the 
repatriation of thousands of arts and crafts, artifacts, and funerary objects.  Most importantly, the remains of our 
ancestors that are scattered about in cold museum basements and warehouses throughout the United States with 
little regard will be able to return home. 

 
Our Tribe spends millions of dollars on important programming that helps our people live and succeed in the world 
around us.  Much of that programming is designed around cultural themes and on a daily basis, we receive requests 
from departments asking for any cultural information we can provide.  Without a cultural centerpiece to anchor that 
programming to, those themes will gradually drift away from our own cultural identity and priorities.  I, and many 
others believe this has already begun to occur.  I, however believe this is both preventable and reversible, and that a 
museum of our own will serve as that cultural centerpiece. 

 
Some of you are probably wondering why the price tag rose from $1,000.000 to $3,133,139.  This is a fair question.  
Originally, we were desperate to obtain any kind of building and we were willing to settle for a shell of a museum.  
Through our exploration of architectural design work and the needs and demands of other museums, we discovered 
that the ÔshellÓ we were willing to settle for offered little more than the same heartless environment the basements 
and warehouses that the belongings of our ancestors now currently call their home.  The original design also did not 
include important safeguards like a climate controlled system and fire suppression system.  To sum it up bluntly, our 
original design work and budget was wrong. 

 
Your museum, should you decide to fund it, will by no means be a great cathedral to the richness and beauty of our 
culture and heritage; yet, by no means will it serve as a poor reflection of our regard for our culture and heritage.  It 
will be something you all can be proud of.  It will be something you can say to your children and your childrenÕs 
children that your vision and leadership helped create it.  It will serve as an example of an investment that yields a 
return far greater than the stock market, money market, or mutual funds can provide.  It will be an investment unlike 
any other. 

 
When you stop to consider many of the social ills we have in our communities, problems like drugs, alcohol abuse, 
gang violence and membership, and many other, you cannot deny the fact that a reason why many of these ills exist 
is because many of our people have lost or forgotten their cultural identity.  A museum of our own can help: 

 
¥ Restore a sense of togetherness that our current programming does not; 
¥ Show our children the greatness of our leaders, their intentions, and their deeds; 
¥ Inspire our children to achieve greatness on their own, drive them to give back to our people, and lead to 

future exhibits that inspire those who have yet to come; 
¥ Add to the historical richness of our people-past, present, and future; 
¥ Strengthen our cultural identity, strengthen our pride, and take ownership of our history; 
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¥ Revive long-since practiced sacred Menominee ceremonies that have helped heal our people;  
¥ Allow our Menominee youth and future generations to see first hand who they are and where they came from 

through museum exhibits and interpretation. 
 

I humbly ask you all to share in the vision and to make a decision today.  Your decisiveness, coupled with a 
combination of grant funding, loan financing, contributions by the Menominee Tribal Enterprises, and other 
donors, will help make this a reality.  A motion achieving this may read as follows: 

 
ÒI move to recommend to the Legislature that it help fund a portion of the $3,133,139 Menominee 
Cultural Museum project by contributing $1,717,162 in the form of cash and/or loan financing; that the 
additional amount provided be in addition to the $400,000 previously committed by the Tribe, the ICDBG 
grant, road construction funds, and private donations; that the Legal Service Director and Finance 
Manager are authorized to negotiate with lender on the terms and conditions of a construction loan; and 
that the cost of future operation and maintenance be borne by future Tribal appropriations and aggressive 
donation drives by the Historic Preservation Department.Ó 

 
This motion will help Tribal Administration, Community Development Department, Property Management and 
Acquisition Department, Tax CommissionerÕs Department, Trust Resources Department, and others to begin 
concentrating their efforts on obtaining one of the principal goals and objective described in the Menominee TribeÕs 
Strategic Plan. 

 
Attached is a copy of the cost estimate we received from our architect firm, Somerville, and one of its consultants on 
the project for you all to review.  Please give me a call if you have any questions abut the estimate before the 
meeting.  

 
Thank you for your support.Ó 

 
Legislator Caldwell read into the record the motion from the Budget and Finance committee dated June 3, 2008: 

 
ÒMotion made by Jeremy Weso to recommend to the Menominee Tribal Legislature to help fund a portion of the 
$3,133,139.00 Menominee Cultural Museum Project by contributing $1,717,162.00 in a form a cash  and/or loan 
financing; that the additional amount provided be in addition to the $400,000.00 previously committed by the 
Tribe, the ICDBG grant, road construction funds, and private donations; that the Legal Services Director and 
Finance Manager are authorized to negotiate with lender on the terms and conditions of a 5, 10 15, 20 or 25 year 
construction loan; and that the cost of future operation and maintenance be borne by future Tribal appropriations 
and aggressive donation drives by the Historic Preservation Department. Motion was seconded by Keith 
Tourtillott. Motion carried:  3-for, 1-opposed and 1-abstention.Ó 
 

Legislator Caldwell said that this motion was sent to this body under our Committee reports.  The majority of the 
Committee feels that is a worthwhile viable project. He said he agrees with David Grignon that we look at finding some 
way, means, straight donations, or use the TribeÕs Reserves if we have to fund this project. That is how strongly he feels 
that we need this museum.  He understands in talking with David Grignon that he is looking at getting the money from an 
alternative financing program (BIA 80% loan guarantee program), but I do not know all the details. 

 
Chairman Waukau agrees with Legislator Caldwell, and that there are many people here to speak and support on this 
issue and this issue is something that various CommitteeÕs have been working on for well over a year.  She believes that 
the $400,000 that was previously allocated (not sure what fiscal year) has been sitting there along with the $600,000 
grant that Historic Preservation received from an ICDBG grant.  She agrees that this is incredibility worthy project and 
thinks that society judges us to see how well we take care of our history and our culture.  Although, she is supportive of 
the museum, she is concerned that we are going to be flat funded for several years, because of our large build out for the 
Casino.  She said for whatever reason we can not make the payment; they will take the money that is suppose to swept 
over for all tribal government operations, and that wonÕt stop until they are paid, and they will be paid first!  That is 
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where there are so many banks and that is how they make their money, and that is a major concern for her.  She said there 
is a cost attached to any facility that we put up and that cost is the cost of maintenance and this is an 8,500 square foot 
building.  YouÕre talking about the additional heating, air conditioning, climate control, maintenance, staffing, and the 
figure from Administration would be an additional $198,000 a year Tribal dollars allocation and you already get 
$160,000, which would bring your yearly Tribal allocation to $358,000.  This and is a very large allocation indeed.  SheÕs 
concerned about the cost of the upkeep.  The other thing that is of concern thereÕs nothing in here how the operation is 
going to run from a fiscal point of view.  She knows that the motion is talking about all of these loans, possible loans, 
negotiations with lending agencies, but have we started that particular aspect of financing the operation. 
David Grignon stated that Administration and the Historic Preservation Department has started working on a business 
plan. There are certain things yet that they have to do to gather or request information from other museums who have 
already received approvals from their Boards and we are waiting on their responses. 

 
Chairman Waukau commented that the Legislature has to understand that the museum will never make money. It is never 
a cost center for the tribal operation, and any Tribe that puts up a museum is looking at a tribal allocation for that. Tribal 
Administration has looked at the data on this, and this is something that the Tribe will have to maintain year after year.  

 
David Grignon stated that he thinks many benefits of the museum will benefit our culture and spirituality. The newsletter 
from Tribal Housing stated that they had to refurbish some of their homes because they have gang signs and everything 
else on them.  Those kids could be coming to the museum and learning how to be Menominee; learning their tribal 
identity, learning their language, getting them off the streets and not do those sort of things. ThatÕs why we want a 
museum. Our tribal identity; our language is dying! That would be a big part of it. Learning the language, teaching the 
language in the museum; there are so many things that will help and benefit every tribal member including the seven 
generations before us.  They are MenomineeÕs and they can be proud to be Menominee. It is hard for them now, because 
we do not have a facility that does that. This museum will do that. 

 
Chairman Waukau stated that you will not get an argument from anyone from this Council that this is not a worthy 
project.  She believes that this is an incredibly worthy project and believes that it is probably long overdue that we invest 
in this type of historical preservation, but we have to look at the dollars and cents, and as much as we would like to give 
you the additional $1.7 million dollars over what the Tribe has already allocated at $400,000.  Emotionally, she would 
love to say yes, letÕs take it out of the TribeÕs Reserves, but we have other issues that we have to look at and that is our 
job to do that and that is why we are having this discussion. 

 
Legislator Boivin had some follow up questions when this came to the Budget and Finance and she abstained from the 
motion, because the support was not there for her.  She sees the exact same stuff in front of her has come to the 
Legislature.  She supports that we do this, but also would like to see a full picture.  She believes that there are many other 
things that the Tribe has to be concerned about what we have to do and we have been concerned about the build out of 
the Casino Project, and while the numbers look good and everything we do we not know what the reality is. At the 
budget and finance meeting, she inquired about the $600,000 grant, and you have asked for the extension on the grant for 
another year.  Have you heard anything or has that been granted.  Administration stated that this really is not an issue and 
they are not worried about being granted that extension.   Her second question is the business plan.  She doesnÕt 
understand about having to wait for information from Administration, if they can just give us some better figures that we 
can see on the operational costs it that would be with this build out, and what the museum plans on doing, such as 
extension of business hours. She knows it is not going to a revenue generating entity, and she realizes that.  She asked 
what kind of offsets could be there and what other sources of revenue could be raised? 

 
Legislator Washinawatok asked when you brought this last time (to the Legislature) the Menominee language and 
Culture Commission did not want to be housed there.  Were adjustments made on the facility; did that help to change 
some of the allotted space you need.  We kept the rooms on there, because there are a lot of things the museum can use 
these rooms for.   

 
Legislator Miller stated she actively supports a museum, and it would really be good here and to expand on the one that 
Historic Preservation already has.  She requested to review the following: 1) if you actively went after grants; 2) any kind 
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of letters that you received for denial of those grants; and 3) she would really like to see some type of business plan of 
what it is going to cost and within the motion it said, Òthat the cost of future operation and maintenance be borne by 
future Tribal appropriations,Ó she wants to see what it is going to cost to have that facility in the future.  In other words, 
like Legislator Boivin said she would like to see the full picture of whatÕs going to take place once the museum is here, 
and what your business plan is.  

 
Legislator Boivin stated that you talk about either loan financing or taking out of Reserves. That is the other part; she 
would like to see a concrete plan of exactly how much you think you could finance, how much we would take out of 
Reserves, how we would actually pay for it, we got the cost of the building but we do not have the total package. The 
Legislature really put the Casino through due diligence with everything that they brought forward to us and as a 
Legislator she does her due diligence for every single tribal member and that is what sheÕs trying to do and would really 
like the other piece of the proposal.  She knows that MTL could make a very sound decision for the Tribe, and all of our 
members.  She knows that business plans are not the easiest, but sheÕs not asking for a big bound document, and would 
like to see some numbers.  She believes that Administration could put that together very quickly. 

 
Administrative Service Manager, Jeremy Weso stated that this motion was passed on Thursday and immediately his 
office started working on this the following day.  What information do we need to gather and where do we start?  We 
were hoping to bring this back on the following Thursday, because there are a lot of sections that is still missing 
information.  We have polled a lot of museums and information is slowly coming in. The cost for the first year of 
operation ($198,738) is going to be greater per square foot, because of the climate control systems, salaries, fringe 
benefits, housekeeping/maintenance, and contractual. There are other unknowns such as, is the Historic Preservation 
Office moving into the museum?  Will the cost of operating the other facility be cheaper now that they have moved?  
Will they abandon the other facility during certain times of the year?  What can we do to lower costs?  There is some 
base work that needs to be done, and we were not ready for presentation tonight.  Will we be ready in 30 days?  HeÕs 
unsure.  He said they are shooting for two weeks from now, and hopefully by the first week in July there should be a 
draft available for consideration. 

 
Legislator Warrington stated that she knows that this has been Dave GrignonÕs dream from day one ever since he started 
at Historic Preservation.  She would like to see the museum too, but just like everyone else we have to be conscientious 
about the cost.  Her first concern is the priority of the health of our people, because you only get priority health if you die 
down there so there is a huge need for our health care.  The CollegeÕs library that just went up is approximately 18,500 
feet.  It is more than twice of what you got at the cost of half of what you are looking at, and the Tribe didnÕt put any 
money in there.  The College built that Library through their own funds of $200,000, and the rest was all grant money.  
She hopes that maybe Chairman Waukau could work with Dr. Fowler to share the CollegeÕs experts, the grants writer, 
and the business plan people to look at the plan here and see if there is some way to help with that cost, because itÕs 
apparent that you threw this together fast.  The CollegeÕs facility person is always looking at cost saving and getting the 
best product for the dollars.  All the buildings that go up at the College are grant funded, and the Tribe doesnÕt put any 
money into the buildings.  She hopes that there could be some working relationship there where Historic Preservation can 
share the staff.  Jeremy Weso just shared some staffing with the planner at the College, and she would like to see them 
bring that cost down, and a better plan on how to address the payments and other issues. 

 
Legislator Caldwell stated it seems that we keep delaying this but is glad to hear that everyone would like to see this 
museum.  One of the things that we, the Tribe, will have to commit some dollars and may come from the expense of 
some other Programs that donÕt work. We have high alcoholism rate, we have extreme drug use, and it seems like we are 
throwing money to them, and we are not winning that battle.  He believes there is a preventative alternative in this project 
as one of those things that will help turn around this community and he agrees with what David Grignon said about 
bringing our culture back here.  He would like to remind the Legislature and the audience we need put our money where 
our mouth is.  Maybe we do not need to put as much of our money if we go out and look for some of these benefactors.  
He likes what Legislator Warrington said to go to the College and use their expertise. They have raised a lot of money, so 
letÕs use their expertise, but at the same time he doesnÕt like to see the delay.  In thirty (30) days he donÕt know if Jeremy 
Weso can get this done, because he has already committed one person for the last twenty (20) days.  He believes we need 
to move quickly on this and he would like to see this at a subsequent Legislature meeting, because it sounds like it will 
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not pass tonight.  If this gets tabled tonight it will be on the July 2nd meeting agenda, and it might be ready.  Like the 
Casino that should have been done ten (10) years ago, and here we are today running into a bunch of snags with that due 
to the economy, but letÕs not let that deter us from that.  We need this, as a Tribe we need this! 

 
Chairman Waukau commented that it is something that needs to be done right.  Sometimes she believes that we are too 
hasty in our decision making, and we rush to fund things without spending the time so that it is done correctly.  She 
would like a project as a Menominee to be proud of it, and in order to be proud of that she doesnÕt want any architectural 
or building firm making money off of nothing. If we can get a quality museum done at a cheaper rate she thinks that 
MTL should look at that as well.  She doesnÕt think this is ready for tonight to vote up or down.  We do not know where 
the money is coming from, and that is a issue confronting each one of these LegislatorsÕs.  She said that the Historic 
Preservation Department and Administration needs some direction, and July 2nd is not enough time.  She asked Jeremy 
Weso if we can get an extension of the $600,000 grant.   

 
Jeremy Weso stated he is not worrying about the extension.  Someone needs to be authorized to call the bank and ask the 
bank to give us an estimate about the 5, 10, 15, 20, and 25 year deal, and he requested that permission.  We can look at a 
combination of investments and loans, because we are going to need that for the model that you are asking for. We can 
start working and calling tomorrow to have the banks provide us with those figures.  He said realistically, the 2nd week in 
July that Administration could have this ready. 

 
Jeremy Weso and Finance Director, Kathy Kaquatosh clarified that the $600,000 is the grant amount that is requested to 
be extended.  The $400,000 commitment was not segregated out, and earmarked specifically for the museum, and that 
money was not earning interest.  This money was allocated in 2006, and there was not a commitment.  The unspent 
balance, whatever was left was not appropriated though so Kathy Kaquatosh does not have it set up in any type of bearer 
account.  Kathy commented that for 2007, we should have that money earmarked by motion so that it can be set aside for 
when we do the final funding allocation.  We think that we could have everything ready by July 17th and if you were able 
to contact the bank to get the basic amortization schedules, and that would give us the complete picture.   

 
MOTION MADE B Y LAURIE BOIVIN TO APPROVE THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TO 
WORK WITH HISTORIC PRESERVATION TO GET THE ELEMENTS DISCUSSED REGARDING THE 
BUSINESS PLAN IN THE BEST FORM THEY CAN BRING AND GIVE THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
MANAGER APPROVAL TO CONTACT LOCAL BANKS REG ARDING LOAN PAYMENTS AND 
AMORTIZATION AND THAT INFORMATION BE BROUGHT BACK TO THE MENOMINEE TRIBAL 
LEGISLATURE (MTL) ON JULY 17, 2008, AND WORK WITH THE COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION 
AS NEEDED.  SECOND WAS MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL. THE MOTION CARRIED: 6 FOR, 1 
OPPOSED (ALEGRIA), 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Chairman Waukau informed Legislator Alegria that she should not vote, because the Museum is her 
place of employment she should have abstained. 
 
Legislator Alegria did not qualify her opposition. 
 
Tribal member Ben Grignon read a document into the record from Legislator Kenneth Fish who was on travel and could 
not be in attendance.  It read as follows:   
 

ÒTo be read into legislative record, please except this letter as commentary in support of the Historic Preservation 
Museum Project proposal as presented.  I would have argued verbally but because of out of town official tribal 
business prevents. 
 

COMMENTARY  
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This issue is a huge decision for individual legislators purely from a money standpoint.  One hundred years from now 
where will Menominee be in terms of identity.  If today is an example some of us do not know who we are.  Reflect 
who are you?   
It is historical fact the study of Geo-Politics in World Regions clearly show humans (man kind) from the time of 
memorial survived as cultural societies as evidenced by reminders of art, language, music, and artifacts and all other 
forms associated with a record of cultural historic preservation of great societies of peoples.   

 
We attempt to develop our institutions to live for today, intellectually prepare for the future, celebrate cultural events 
but, limit visual historic preservation of our culture. 

 
Even though we Menominee have survived the United States and or European influence of assimilation, 
enculturation, and termination there is an ongoing need to strengthen the tools necessary to continuously remind us 
and future generations of the rich culture our ancestors gave us to pass on.  That is our charge in life, without 
reminders we fade as the Menominee legend of Spirit Rock.  Believe with all our hearts a Menominee Museum serves 
as that reminder of who we are ÒMenominee, indigenous people of the Wild Rice who ancestral territory is in now 
what is known as the United States of America Northeastern WisconsinÓ. 

 
Reflect who we are in terms of preservation of cultural identity, thank you.Ó 

 
Chairman Waukau called for the vote and Legislator Alegria wanted to vote, but Chairman Waukau informed her that she 
would need to abstain. 
 
Legislator Alegria requested an opinion from Attorney Kussel. 
 
Attorney Kussel read into the record the Rules of the Legislature, LRP Rule # 3 Performance of Individual Legislative 
Members 3.01 Code of Ethics (a): ÒNo Legislator shall use his or her public position or office to obtain financial gain or 
anything of substantial value for the private benefit of himself or herself or his or her immediate family, or for an 
organization with which he or she is associated.Ó 

 
14. Resolution 08-___ -Resolution in support of Planning Activities to Combat Recidivism Among Native American. 
 

MOTION MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 08 -25 RESOLUTION IN 
SUPPORT OF PLANNING ACTIVITIES TO COMBAT RECIDIVISM AMONG NATIVE AMERICAN AND 
WAIVE THE READING.  SECOND WAS MADE BY MYRNA  WARRINGTON. THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 
FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 
 

15. Other Business: Matters of an Immediate Nature that Cannot Wait Until the Next Meeting. 
 

MOTION MADE BY LAURIE BOIVIN TO ENTERTAIN THE FOLLOWING UNDER ÒOTHER BUSINESS: 
MATTERS OF AN IMMEDIATE NATURE THAT CANNOT WAIT UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING :Ó Ð 1) SET 
DATE FOR ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR INTERVIEWS AND SELECTION; & 2) RESOLUTION 08 -26 
REQUESTING THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRSÕ ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT IN THE PROCESSING 
OF CERTAIN LAN D TITLES AND RECORDS.  SECOND WAS MADE  BY REGINA WASHINAWATOK. 
THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 

 
 (1).  Set date for Assistance Prosecutor interviews.   
 
MOTION MADE BY LAURIE BOIVIN TO SET JULY 1, 2008 AT 5:00 PM F OR A SPECIAL MEETING FOR 
THE ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR INTERVIEWS AND SELECTION.  SECOND WAS MADE BY MYRNA 
WARRINGTON. THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS , AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 
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(2).  Resolution 08-26 Requesting the Bureau of Indian AffairÕs Assistance and Support in the Processing of 
Certain Land Titles and Records.   

 
Jeremy Weso informed the Legislature that in 1976 the Tribe deeded over 167,000 acres of land.  The Secretary of the 
Interior, the land title records department, and the property that is located within the reservation boundaries are in 
question with lending agencies.  About two weeks ago the land title and record office decided that they will no longer 
issue certified deeds, because they are not confident of the acreage amounts.  Currently, there are eight (8) tribal 
members that have requested loans and the banks/lending Institutions are requesting the certified title status reports.  In 
Aberdeen, SD the title plant verifies the information that is sent from the bank and they make sure that there are no 
encumbrances on the land and then this information is recorded and entered into their TAAMS system.  The banks use 
this certified TSR as verification for trust land.  A trip has been scheduled next week to compare our tribal records with 
what is in Aberdeen, and hopefully Aberdeen realizes that they do have everything and will again start issuing certified 
title status reports. 
 
Legislator Warrington requested that a timeline be established as there are members waiting to purchase 
homes.   

 
MOTION MADE BY LAURIE BOIVIN TO APPROVE MENOMINEE NATION MENOMINEE TRIBAL 
LEGISLATURE RESOLUTION NO. 08 -26 REQUESTING THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRSÕ (BIA) 
ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT IN THE PROCESSING OF CERTAIN LAND TITLES AND RECORDS AND 
WAIVE THE READI NG.  SECOND WAS MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 
FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 

 
16. Appointment to the Menominee Tribal School Board of Directors. 
 

There were three (3) Tribal members who applied for the two appointments.  The Legislature voted by ballot and the 
results were as follows:  Paula J. Waukau (7), Ronald Bowan Sr. (3) and Carrie Grignon (6). 

 
MOTION MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL TO APPOINT PAULA WAUKAU & CARRIE GRIGNON TO 
THE MENOMINEE TRIBAL SCHOOL BOARD OF DIRECTORS F OR A THREE (3) YEAR TERM (TO 
COMMENCE ON JUNE 19, 2008 AND CONCLUDE ON JUNE 19, 2011).  SECOND WAS MADE  BY MYRNA 
WARRINGTON.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 

 
17. Appointment to the Consolidated Loan Fund Committee. 
 

There were two (2) Tribal members who applied for the one appointment.  The Legislature voted by ballot and the results 
were as follows:   Brett Hoffman (3) and Roberta L. Reiter (5). 

 
MOTION MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO APPOINT ROBERTA REITER TO THE CONSOLID ATED 
LOAN FUND COMMITTEE FOR A TERM OF THREE (3) YEARS (COMMENCE ON JUNE 19, 2008 AND 
CONCLUDE ON JUNE 19, 2011.)  SECOND WAS MADE BY REGINA WASHINAWATOK. THE MOTION 
CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 

 
18. Appointment to the Northwoods Nii-Jii Enterprise Community, Inc. Board of Directors. 
 

Economic Development Manager, Lew Boyd informed the Legislature that the Northwoods Nii-Jii Enterprise 
Community, Inc has reviewed the name of Gerald Warrington and recommends that this nomination be forwarded to the 
Menominee Tribal Legislature for concurrence to fill the unexpired term of Ronald Bowan Sr., on the 15-person North 
woods Nii-Jii Enterprise Community, Inc Board of Directors. 
 

MOTION MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO APPOINT GERALD WARRINGTO N TO 15-PERSON 
NORTHWOODS NII -JII ENTERPRISE COMMUNITY, INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS FILL THE 
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UNEXPIRED TERM UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2008.  SECOND WAS MADE BY REGINA WASHINAWATOK.  
THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS ,AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 

 
19. 1st Consideration to Ordinance 08-___ - ÒRegulations to Control Spread of Fish Diseases and Exotic Species on the 

Menominee Indian Reservation.Ó 
 

MOTION MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO APPROVE 1 ST CONSIDERATION ON MENOMINEE 
TRIBAL LEGISLATURE ORDINANCE NO. 08 -12 ÒREGULATIONS TO CONTROL SPREAD OF FISH 
DISEASES AND EXOTIC SPECIES ON THE MENOMINEE INDIAN RESERVATIONÓ AND SEND TO 
PUBLIC HEARING ON JULY 2, 2008 AT 4:30 PM.  SECOND WAS MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL. THE 
MOTION CARRIED: 6 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 2 ABSENT (FISH & DELABREAU).  
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Legislator Delabreau left the room for a short period. 

 
20. Management Team Report. 
 

Administration  Ð Jeremy Weso, Administrative Manager: 
 
Legislator Caldwell had questions on #15 Child Support (b) to participate in a federal pilot program.   
 
Jeremy Weso stated that the federal government on behalf of Indian Tribes that is very similar to the Wisconsin KIDS 
system is creating this pilot program.  If we were to utilize the federal governmentÕs child system we would not have 
access to the States system.  The Tribe opted to continue with the State, which allows us access for unemployment 
compensation, and tax intercepts. 

 
Human Resources Ð Staci OÕKimosh for Ben Kaquatosh, HR Director: 
 
Legislator Alegria asked if someone is tested positive for illegal drugs; if there is a certain amount of time before they 
can be rehired. 
 
Staci OÕKimosh informed her that there is no time frame as long as they complete a rehabilitation program. 
 
Legislator Caldwell asked if employees take some days from work so that they will be clean by the time that they know 
that they will be taking a drug test.   
 
Betty Jo Wozniak informed the Legislature that the Supervisors receive their phone calls at 8:00 AM, and that is when 
the employeeÕs know and then they have two (2) hours to get there.   
 
Staci OÕKimosh stated that there is only one (1) HR employee that receives the list first thing in the morning of the 
testing.  
 
Legislator Caldwell informed the Legislature that he will be asking the same question at the next Casino Board meeting 
as well. 
 
Staci OÕKimosh stated that Individuals who have been convicted of crimes, there is a law.  If they are convicted whether 
this is a DV enhancer or not this follows the individual with State or Federal funds.  If Tribal dollars are used, the Tribe 
does follow the Federal guidelines when they do any type of hiring.   

 
Financial Ð Kathy Kaquatosh, Director: 
 
Kathy Kaquatosh read into the record for the Legislature the financial report for the month of June 2008. 
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MOTION  MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO APPROVE THE MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORTS FOR 
THE PERIOD BEGINNING MAY 8, 2008 AND ENDING JUNE 11, 2008.  SECOND WAS MADE BY 
LYNNETTE MILLER.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT 
(FISH). 

 
21. Travel Authoriza tion Requests. 
 

MOTION MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO APPROVE THE TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION REQUESTS 
TO ATTEND A SUMMER EVENING WITH LT. GOVERNOR BARBARA LAWTON ON JUNE 23, 2008 IN 
PLEASANT PRAIRIE, WI FOR LEGISLATOR KENNETH  FISH.  SECOND WAS MADE BY JOAN 
DELABREA U.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 

 
22. Approval of Minutes April 7, 2008 Ð Special & April 17, 2008 Ð Regular.  
 

MOTION MADE BY JOAN DELABREAU TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF APRIL 7, 2008 SPECIAL 
JOINT MEETING OF THE MENO MINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE AND STOCKBRIDGE MUNSEE 
MOHICANS WITH CORRECTIONS.  SECOND WAS MADE BY MYRNA WARRINGTON. THE MOTION 
CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 

 
MOTION MADE BY LYNNETTE MILLER TO APPROVE THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTE S OF APRIL 
17, 2008 WITH ANY POTENTIAL CORRECTIONS.  SECOND WAS MADE BY JOAN DELABREAU. THE 
MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT  (FISH). 

 
23. Committee Reports and Recommendations: 
 
  a.   Special Housing Committee of May 30, 2008 
    

i. Approval of the Indian Housing Plan 
 

      MOTION MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO CONCUR WITH THE SPECIAL HOUSING  
      COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS OF MAY 30, 2008 TO APPROVE THE INDIAN HOUSING  
      PLAN AND RECOMMEND TO THE MENOMINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE FOR AP PROVAL.  
      NO SECOND NECESSARY. THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS,  
      AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 
 
  b.   Budget & Finance Committee of June 3, 2008 
 

i. Approval of Menominee Cultural Museum Project 
 

      MOOT Ð Previously taken up on agenda item number 13. 
 

ii. Approval of Budget & Finance Bylaws Amendment 
 
      MOTION MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL TO CONCUR WITH THE BUDGET AND FINANCE  
      COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS OF JUNE 3, 2008 TO RECOMMEND TO THE  
      MENOMINEE TRIBAL LEGISLATURE TO AP PROVE THE BUDGET AND FINANCE BYLAWS  
      AS AMENDED. NO SECOND NECESSARY. THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0  
      ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 
 
24. As per LRP 5.03 Ð EXECUTIVE  SESSION:  A) Legal Ð 1) Property Purchases, 2) Associated Bank Proposal, 3) 

Technical Comments Discussion on Constitutional Amendment; B) Personnel; & C) Gaming. 
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MOTION MADE BY REBECCA ALEGRIA TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION. SECOND WAS MADE BY 
JOAN DELABREAU.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT 
(FISH). 
 

** EXECUTIVE SESSION NOT RECORDED ** 
 
      MOTION MADE BY LAURIE BOIVIN TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION. SECOND WAS  
      MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL.  THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0  
      ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 
 

 (A) Legal: 
 
  1)   Property Purchases 
 
      There was four (4) Proprietary Motions made during Executive Session. 
 
        2)   Associated Bank Proposal 
 
      There were no Motions made during Executive Session. 
 
  3)   Technical Comments Discussion on Constitutional Amendment 
   
      MOTION MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL TO SEND THE TECHNICAL COMMENTS  
      DISCUSSION ON CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AD -HOC  
      COMMITTEE AND COME BACK WITH A REPORT BY THE SECOND MEETING IN JULY.   
      SECOND WAS MADE BY LAURIE BOIVIN. THE MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED,  
      0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 
 
 (B) Personnel: 
 
      There were no Motions made during Executive Session. 
 
 (C) Gaming: 
 
      There were no Motions made during Executive Session. 
 
25. Adjour nment. 
 

MOTION MADE BY EUGENE CALDWELL/JOAN DELABREAU TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.   THE 
MOTION CARRIED: 7 FOR, 0 OPPOSED, 0 ABSTENTIONS, AND 1 ABSENT (FISH). 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:15 PM 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Debra Bowman recorded the meeting and corrected the minutes for MTL submission. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by; 
 
 
Linda L. Peters, Transcriber 
ON-CALL RECORDING CLERK, CHAIRMANÕS OFFICE 


